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WATER  SUP?Lr  OUTLOOK 
RIO  GRANDE  AND  CANADIAN  DRAIIIAG2  BASINS 
May  1,  19^2 


The  sr.ow-melt  season  runofT  of  the  Rio  "Grande  and  its  tributaries 
in  San  Luis  Valley  will  be  V)ry  high  in  19$29    Similar  runoff  may 
be  expected  on  the  Rio  Chamo  above  El  Vado  reservoir.    The  flow 
of  the  Rio  Grande  through  New  Mexico  will  be  above  normal  but 
materially  less  than  for  the  previous  high  year  of  19^1 •  The 
flow  of  New  Mexico  tributaries  will  be  much  above  normal  in  the 
extreme  north  and  about  normal  near  Toas  and  Santa  Fe,  Soil 
moisture  conditions  are  d2 scribed  as  good  in  San  Luis  Valley  and 
fair  to  poor  in  New  Mexico.    Current  stream  flow  is  slightly 
above  normal  with  substantial  daily  increases  to  be  expected* 


RIO  GRANDE 

On  the  high  mountain  elevations  of  the  Rio  Grande  water shed  in  Colorado 
there  was  a  slight  decline  in  snow  water  content  during  April  from  the 
record  highs  of  April  1,    Considerable  melting  of  the  snow  has  occurred  at 
elevations  up  to  9300  feet. during  the  past  month.    Stream  flow  has  been 
slightly  above  normal during  April  and  is  well  above  normal  during  the  first 
few  days  of  May.    The  snow -melt  season  discharge  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
particularly  the  Alamosa  and  Conejos  rivers  will  probably  equal  or  exceed 
any  recent  year  for  total  seasonal  flow.    Snow  water  contents  are  still 
very  high  in  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  Range  and  high  summer  runoff  will  occur. 
Soil  moisture  conditions  in  the  San  Luis  Valley  are  described  as  goode 

In  Northern  New  Mexico  practically  all  the  snow  is  gone  in  exposed 
locations.      In  forested  areas  very  little  snow  remains  below  10,000  feet 
in  elevation.    The  snow-melt  season  runoff  of  the  Upper  Rio  Chama  and  other 
streams  originating  in  the  same  area  will  be  much  above  average*    From  the 
Sangre  de  Cristo  range,  well  a  ,ove  normal  flows  may  be  expected  on  Costilla 
Creek  and  Red  River.    Normal  to  less  than  normal  flow  will  occur  on  the 
southern  tributaries  between  Toas  and  Santa  Fe.    Precipitation  in  the  middle 
Rio  Grande  area  has  been  slightly  above  average  for  April.    Soil  moisture 
conditions  are  re  orted  as  fair  to  good.    The  seasonal  flow  on  the  main  stem 
of  the  Rio  Grande  through  New  Mexico  will  be  above  normal  but  substantially 
less  than  the  previous  record,, 

Storage  in  Elephant  Butte  and  Caballo  reservoirs  is  slightly  higher  than 
for  April  1  with  110,000  acre  feet  in  storage „    This  storage  is  a  record  low 
for  this  tiate0    The  inflow  to  Elephant  Jutte  this  year  should  be  at  least 
50  percent  more  than  the  irrigation  water  demand,,    Soil  moisture  conditions 
on  irrigated  areas  of  the  lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  are  reported  as  fair  to 
poor. 

The  snow-melt  runoff  on  the  Pecos  watershed  will  be  less  than  normal. 
The  water  supply  on  the  Carlsbad  Project  is  reported  as  critically  short. 
The  water  supply  in  storage  is  low.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  poor0 


WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS.UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 

In  Fercent  of  Normal 
May  1,  1952 


NOTE:  The  above  figures  represent  approximate  snow  water  content 
remaining  on  snow  courses  as  of  May  1  in  percent  of  normal 
and  does  not  necessarily  indicate  expected  sumner  runoff 
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Federal  •  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


